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Dear Church Family and Friends ~
As we prepare our hearts for the Advent season and
begin our walk toward the manger, I’d like to share one
of my favorite Christmas legends, Leo Tolstoy’s story,
“Martin: the Cobbler”. This story has become a classic
Christmas tale in various forms and retellings. As you
read the story, imagine yourself as Martin.
It was Christmas Eve in a small Russian village, and
children were playing in the streets. Down the street
shuffled an old shoemaker. He waved at the children as
he made his way to his small shop on the corner.
Everyone loved the kind, old shoemaker. He went inside
and set to work making and mending shoes.
The shoe cobbler stopped and stood in the window of
his shop. He listened to the squeals of laughter as the
children played, but his thoughts were far away. He did
not have a family, and on Christmas Day he would be all
alone.
He sighed, picked a big leather-bound book from a
shelf, and rested in his big old chair. He ran his fingers
along the lines of the book. It was the story of
Christmas. He read how the Wise Men brought gifts for
Jesus-the best gifts they could offer. He scratched his
head, looked round his little room and thought, "If Jesus
visited me, what would I be able to give Him?" Then he
settled back in his chair, pulled up his favorite blanket
and before very long, the warmth of the fire made him
drowsy.
Outside, the children returned to their homes. A small
group of children huddled together. They did not have a
warm home to go to. They were orphans. Slowly they
made their way to the cold, empty orphanage and
huddled together to keep warm.
Across the street from the orphanage, the old

shoemaker was snoring gently. Suddenly he heard a
voice in the room. "Dear old shoe master, you were
wondering what you could give Me. Tonight I am going
to visit your village. Look out for me. I shall not say who
I am."
The cobbler jumped to his feet and rubbed his eyes.
Jesus was coming to visit! What could he give Him? He
was sure Jesus would like a hot drink on such a cold
evening. So, he lit his stove and put a kettle of water on
to boil. He was sure Jesus would like something to eat.
He looked in the larder and there was a fresh loaf of
bread and soup ready for warming. When Jesus came,
he could invite Him to sit in his chair, with his warm
blanket around Him, and give Him a hot drink, soup,
and fresh bread to eat.
Tomorrow would be Christmas Day and he wanted to
give Jesus a special gift, but what could a poor
shoemaker give Jesus? Suddenly he knew. He would
make Jesus a pair of his finest shoes. But what size were
Jesus' feet? He would need to make a pair of his finest
shoes in every size, and Jesus could have the pair of
shoes that fitted Him best! He set to work at once. As
he worked, the old shoemaker suddenly heard
footsteps. He rushed to the window. But it wasn't Jesus.
It was a young boy lighting lamps along the street. His
coat was threadbare and he shivered as he worked.
"How cold he looks," thought the shoe master, "I could
give him my blanket, I still have other gifts for Jesus."
He shuffled outside with his blanket and wrapped it
around the shoulders of the young boy. The boy
stopped shivering, smiled gratefully, and went on his
way.
The old cobbler returned to his shop and carried on
working. Just then, he heard voices outside. Had Jesus
come? He rushed to the door. But all he could see was a
group of children singing carols. The shoemaker smiled
and said, "Thank you. You must be thirsty after your
singing. I have hot drinks warming on my stove. I was
saving them for a special guest, but I'm sure He won't
mind. I have other gifts for Him." He poured them hot
drinks and waved them goodbye.
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No sooner had he gone back to his work than the old shoemaker heard a different set of footsteps. It must be
Jesus! He rushed out into the street, but as the footsteps came closer, he recognized the figure of a poor widow
and her children. How hungry they looked. "Come in and have some of my soup," said the shoemaker, "I was
saving it for a special guest, but I'm sure He won't mind. I still have another gift for Him."
The widow and her children went into the shop and warmed themselves by the fire. The shoe master gave them
soup and fresh bread to eat. Meanwhile, across the street, the children in the orphanage were getting ready for
bed. They tucked themselves under the covers and fell asleep. The poor widow and her children thanked the shoe
master for his kindness and went on their way. The shoemaker looked at his clock. It was getting late. He must
finish making his gift for Jesus.
Occasionally, he would look out of the window to see if Jesus was coming down the street. But no one came. Just
before dawn, he finished making the shoes. He had a pair in every size, but Jesus had not come to collect His gift.
The old shoemaker stared out of his window. Tears streamed down his face. Jesus had promised to visit him, but
Jesus had not come. What would he do with all the shoes he had made?
As the sun rose in the sky, he looked across the street at the orphanage and wiped his tears away. He had a
wonderful idea! He gathered up the shoes into a sack. Then he tiptoed across the street and into the orphanage.
He placed a pair of his finest shoes by each child. Then he tiptoed back to his shop, sat in his comfortable chair, and
closed his eyes. As he dozed, he heard the same voice he had heard the night before: "Thank you kind shoemaker. I
visited you last night and you gave me warmth. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was hungry and you fed
me, and, kind shoemaker, I was in the orphanage and you came to visit Me. Thank you for giving me the finest pair
of your shoes. Whatever you did for all these people, you also did for me."
May Jesus be your guest this Christmas.
Christmas Blessings ~ Debra

AROUND the CORNER, THERE is CHANGE….
Ecclesiastes 3: 1….To everything, there is a season…. Long before I was your called pastor,
there were many good things happening at St. Thomas, both in outreach to our church
family and beyond; in the work that was done on behalf of this congregation. Sometimes,
we need to change things up and/or find a new way of doing things. In 2019, the following
changes will take place:
FOOD OFFERING: In 2019 our food offering every month will be distributed to New
Bethany Ministries. We are currently serving no other families in our congregation, or
family or friends of our extended church family or preschool. As always, if anyone knows a
family in need, please contact the pastor. Thank you for supporting this outreach all these
years.
EPIPHANY OFFERING: Our Epiphany collection has also been a staple here at St. Thomas. In
2019, we would like to suspend this practice and try something new: The Giving Tree, a
year-round donation practice. More information will follow. Thank you for supporting the
church during the Epiphany season with this gift offering through the years.
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MEMBER INFORMATION
Please consider calling or sending a card to someone who
is celebrating a birthday or anniversary.

1st
3rd
9th
13th
16th
21st
22nd
30th

Steven Harhart
Zachary Wagner
Jean Stauffenberg & Lucas Stofko
Nikki Anthony, Kim Hartzell & Larry
Hillegass
Brenda Miller
Hope Kunkel & Mae Michael
Robert Wilt
Jarod Bond

Raylee Christine Hess, daughter of Eric Hess
and Kimberly Hushour was baptized
Sunday, November 18, 2018.
HOSPITAL INFORMATION
Please remember to let the church office
know if you or a member of your family is
admitted to the hospital. The hospitals no
longer notify the church when a member is
admitted.

SPONSORS

ESTATE PLANNING

The flower and bulletin sponsor sheet is
posted for the beginning of 2019. The cost is
$35 and you may use the signup sheet or
call the church office to sponsor the flowers
and bulletins. Consider sharing the flowers
with someone who is in the hospital or
unable to attend worship.

Please consider St. Thomas in your estate
plans. If you do, let us know. We are not
concerned with the amount of the gift but
would like to be able to thank you properly
and make sure your wishes are honored. For
more information, contact the church office.
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DECEMBER WORSHIP FOCUS
December 2 – First Sunday of
Advent, St. Thomas Junior
Singers
Scripture: Luke 21: 25-36
Sermon: “Purple Reign, Purple
Rain”
Children’s Message: “Smoke
Alarms”

DECEMBER 2
GREETER .................................................... Gloria Hurley
USHERS ................. Heather & Jason Dutt, Shirley Hein,
Larry Hillegass, Karen Jaindl
ACOLYTE ................................................... Claire Erdman
FLOWER SPONSOR ..................... Brenda & Kenny Miller
COUNTING TEAM .......... Keith Jaindl, Volunteer Needed
DECEMBER 9
GREETER ................................................... Nikki Anthony
USHERS ............................................. Carol & Matt Ford
ACOLYTE ............................................... Carter Rohrbach
FLOWER SPONSOR ............................ Jean Stauffenberg

December 9 – Second Sunday of
Advent, Christmas Cantata

DECEMBER 16
GREETER ............................................ Jean Stauffenberg
USHERS ................................................................. Youth
ACOLYTE .................................................... Ethan Reaser
FLOWER SPONSOR ...................... Nikki & Dave Anthony

December 16 – Third Sunday of
Advent, Christian Ed
Christmas Program

DECEMBER 23
GREETER ........................................................... Bob Wilt
USHERS .................................... Rebecca & Dave Brown,
Beverly & Roger Porter
ACOLYTE .................................................... Asha Harhart
FLOWER SPONSOR .....................................Janet Knauss
COUNTING TEAM ....................... Karen Shook, Bob Wilt

December 23 – Fourth Sunday of
Advent
Scripture: Luke 1: 39-55
Sermon: “When Faith Meets
Faith”
Children’s Message: “A Brown
Paper Package”
December 24 – Candlelight and
Communion Worship Service –
7pm
December 30 – A Service of Prayer,
Healing and Restoration for the
New Year

DECEMBER 24th Christmas Eve ~ 7 pm
GREETER ........................................... Volunteers Needed
USHERS ....................Jason Dutt, Kim & Rachel Hartzell,
Larry Hillegass, Karen & Keith Jaindl
DECEMBER 30
GREETER .......................................................... Brea Pina
USHERS ..................................... Brenda & Kenny Miller,
Karen & Dave Peters
ACOLYTE ................................................. Elanna Erdman
FLOWER SPONSOR .................................... Gloria Hurley
COUNTING TEAM .................... Jason Dutt, Karen Peters
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MUSIC MINISTRY
CHOIR REHEARSALS
Wednesday, December 5 & Thursday, December 13, 20, 27 @ 7:15 pm,
Sunday, December 9 @ 9 am, other Sundays @ 9:45 am
CHIME REHEARSALS
Wednesday, December 5 & Thursday, December 13, 20 @ 6:30 pm
CHRISTIAN ED NEWS
Amy Rohrbach will be stepping down as the chair of the Christian Ed Team.
Please consider volunteering to chair this team.
Contact the church office or Pastor Debra is you would be interested in volunteering
.
PRAYER CHAIN & PRAYER REQUESTS
If you would like to be a contact person on the prayer chain, please speak with Pastor
Debra, Diane Wilt or email the church office. If you know someone who is in need of
prayer, contact one of the persons listed.

Pastor Debra, 610-739-4926  Diane Wilt, 610-691-3841  Laurene Blair, 610-691-3652 
Donna Hoffman, 610-868-5509  Kenny Miller, 610-868-7182  Karen Peters, 610-866-0583
Prayer List Since Our Last Newsletter:
Dave Anthony, Elaine Taylor
Homebound/Care Facility Bound: Annabel Huth, Mae Michael, Charles Reichard
DECEMBER SPECIAL OFFERINGS
JOYFUL NOISE - The Joyful Noise offering will be received during worship on Sunday,
December 30. The Joyful Noise offering is used to help with property expenses.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Church office is closed on Friday.
The Church Office will also be closed
Christmas Day.

VISION STATEMENT
To be a safe place where we
Encourage, Equip, Engage, Educate
and Empower, in God’s love, Christ’s
mission and ministry.

The Good Newsletter ~ 5

ELDER MEETING
Elders, please plan to attend a meeting on Sunday, December 9 following the cantata
luncheon. An additional addendum to the by-laws needs to be discussed.

…To all those who serve on & help with the various teams.
…To all those who serve as ushers, greeters and acolytes.
…To all who helped prepare the church for the season of Advent.
…To all who are volunteering to help with BES.
DEADLINE INFO
The “Good Newsletter” is a collection of
material submitted to the church office and
is published by the church. Please also refer
to the weekly worship bulletins to keep
updated on what is happening at St.
Thomas. Please submit information for the
January newsletter by December 15th.

CARD RACK
We have all occasion cards for sale
on our card rack.
Cost: 50¢ each

BREAKFAST CAFÉ ON SUNDAY MORNINGS

The Sunday Morning Breakfast Café will be closed for the
month of December!

A ten-year old, who was becoming quite knowledgeable
about the Bible because of her grandmother’s teaching,
asked her grandmother:
“Which Virgin was the mother of Jesus?
The Virgin Mary or the King James Virgin?”
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry at St. Thomas meets the fifth Sunday
of the month following worship. They will be meeting Sunday,
December 30, 2018, following worship. The group welcomes
anyone who has an interest in knitting or crocheting, a novice
or a veteran knitter/crocheter.
If you or someone you know could benefit from a prayer
shawl, please contact Pastor Debra or the church office.

Important Message From the PNEC Conference
Monday, November 12, 2018
Dear Friends,
For many people in our conference, we have spent the last number of years developing relationships with our
southern neighbors in Pennsylvania Southeast. We began to develop relationships through invitations to
meetings, events, and educational opportunities such as annual meetings, clergy convocation, ministry days,
and more. In 2016, we began a formal discernment process by approving a transition team to help us discern
whether we were being led into a merger process. For the past two years (2017-2018), the Joint Conference
Visioning and Development Team has been charged with discerning God's vision and calling for the churches
of Eastern Pennsylvania. Team members from the north and south worked faithfully in this discernment
process. The JCVDT held team meetings, interviewed staff, planned a joint retreat for the PNEC Board and
PSEC Consistory, held a workshop for Committees on Ministry, and more. Together, we believed God was
leading our Conferences to develop something new, a new way of living into ministry and relationships as a
Conference of the United Church of Christ.
On Saturday, November 3rd, our conference voted by an overwhelming majority to move forward in the
process of developing this new vision. This was the next step in the discernment process.
On Saturday, November 10th, the PSEC voted against the motion. There was a majority in favor of moving
ahead. However, the body was divided, and there was not a 2/3 majority to move ahead in our work.
At this time, we will continue to discern where God is leading us. We have done incredible work together as a
conference over the past three years. We have developed new structures to encourage new ministries. Our
Committee on Ministry has restructured to be more creative and accountable in its work. We have revised our
Constitution and Bylaws to help us become more nimble in our governance. We have a new vitality team to
help connect and support our local churches. All of this work has been done through the presence of the Spirit
encouraging us and strengthening us as the Body of Christ. Together, in relationship with God and one
another, we are experiencing a renewal of the Spirit!
The Conference Board will continue to cast a vision for us in the Penn Northeast Conference to be bold and
courageous in following God's call. We will be compassionate and caring in supporting the work of our local
churches and pastors. In all things, we will be led by the Spirit to discover what God is calling us to next.
Faithfully,
Joanne Marchetto, Conference Board Moderator
Doug Taylor, Conference Board Assistant Moderator
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Source: newsletternewsletter.com
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CONTINUING MINISTRY 2018

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday, December 2, 2018
at 10:15 a.m.

CHRISTMAS EVE
Monday, December 24
at 7:00 p.m.

Resource Persons
We print this information so that members and friends
of St. Thomas will know who to contact with
questions, concerns, and ideas pertaining to the
ministry of St. Thomas.
The following persons serve as resource and
contact persons:
Pastor
Rev. Debra K Hess
Office: 610-868-9167
Cell: 610-739-4926
Church Office
Karen Jaindl – 610-868-9167
Governing Board
President: David Hay
Vice President: Bob Wilt
Treasurer: Matt Erdman
Recording Secretary: Karen Jaindl
Financial Secretary: Karen Peters
Members: David Anthony, Jason Dutt, David Hay,
Kyle Hess, Karen Jaindl, Kenny Miller, Karen
Shook, Bob Wilt
Elders you may also contact
Laurene Blair, Matt Erdman, Shirley Hein, Donna
Hoffman, Gloria Hurley, Keith Jaindl, Brenda
Miller, Nancy Musgnung, Michael Shay, Elaine
Taylor, Diane Wilt
Music Director
J. Christopher Malocheski – 610-868-9167 or
570-709-9474
Prayer Resource Person
Diane Wilt – 610-691-3841
Christian Education
Amy Rohrbach
Email Address
St. Thomas UCC ~
stthomasunited.churchofchrist@rcn.com
Web Sites
St. Thomas ~ stthomasuccbeth.com
Penn Northeast Conference of the U.C.C. ~
www.pnec.org
United Church of Christ, Cleveland, Ohio ~
www.ucc.org
Pastoral Care
Please call the staff through the church office, 610868-9167, or contact Pastor Debra, 610-739-4926,
if you or family members are in need of Pastoral
Care.
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LOOKING AHEAD…
ADVENT BIBLE STUDY
UNDERDOGS AND OUTSIDERS
Discover the hope of the Messiah this Advent season through the stories
of Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary.
Join us Tuesdays at 6:30 pm.
12/4, 12/11, 12/18

The Christmas Cantata will be presented on Sunday, December 9
during the 10:15 a.m. worship service. A time of fellowship and
refreshments will follow the program. Please use the posted
sign-up sheet to volunteer to bring refreshments. Thank you.
POINSETTIA ORDERS
Poinsettias are available for you to purchase at a cost of $8.00 each. Red,
White, and Red with White are the colors available. Please use the order
sheet posted on the bulletin board. Orders must be placed by Sunday,
December 9. Thank you.
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
SAVE THE DATE! The Christian Ed Christmas Program will be presented
December 16th during morning worship. Come out to support our
children and youth in this traditional Christmas program. Following the
service, join us in fellowship hall for a light lunch and fellowship.

SOMETHING NEW IN 2019 – THE GIVING TREE
The Giving Tree will be a tree on the bulletin board along the Information Highway. The
tree will be up all year and will be changed seasonally. There will be envelopes earmarked
for a church need: electric, heat, lawn care, snowplowing, copier, elevator, copy paper, etc.
You may select any envelope you like or select a blank envelope, if the Spirit moves you.
Thank you for giving to the needs of your church.
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HOLIDAY FAMILY NIGHT
Luminarias, Christmas Cookie & Treat Swap, & Carol Sing
Saturday, December 15
Potluck at 5:30, followed by swap and music
Join us for this night of holiday fun! We will help to brighten our
neighborhood with candlelight! We will swap stories and recipes, cookies
and treats! We will sing together some of our favorite Christmas carols and
hymns! If you plan to attend, please use sign-up sheet on the Bulletin
Board. Don’t forget to bring a dish to share!

1.
2.
3.
4.

Rules for the Cookie & Treat Swap
Bake three (3) dozen Christmas cookies or make three (3) dozen Christmas treats (nobakes) and bring them in a container. Be sure to label what they are.
If you want to share your recipe, please bring a few copies.
Bring an empty container for ‘new’ cookies to take home.
Wear your Christmas spirit! A prize will be given for the best Christmas outfit!

SOME CHRISTMAS REMINDERS
* May the Christmas GIFTS remind us of God’s greatest gift, His only Son.
* May the Christmas CANDLES remind us of Him who is the “Light of the
world.”
* May the Christmas TREES remind us of another tree upon which he died.
* May the Christmas CHEER remind us of Him who said, “Be of good cheer.”
* May the Christmas FEAST remind us of Him who is “the Bread of Life.”
* May the Christmas BELLS remind us of the glorious proclamation of Jesus’
birth.
* May the Christmas CAROLS remind us of the son the angels sang, “Glory to
God in the Highest!”
* May the Christmas SEASON remind us in every way of Jesus Christ our King!
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REMEMBER WHEN YOU SHOP ONLINE TO:
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JANUARY SHOO FLY PIE SALE
Tuesday, January 15, 2019 ~ 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
To Order: Place your order on the message board next to the church office or
call the church office at 610-868-9167.
Cost: $8.00 each
Please place your order by Wednesday, January 9, 2019!
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JANUARY
(weather permitting)

FEBRUARY
(weather permitting)

Joyful Noise Offering - last Sunday of
the month
Choir rehearsals Thursdays at 7:15
Shelter – 2nd & 4th Wednesdays
Jan. 6 - Shelter meeting, Communion
Jan. 8 – Congregational Care, 7pm
Jan. 20 – Congregation Meeting
Jan. 21 – Governing Board, 6:30pm
Jan. 27 – Installation of new GB
members, Baked Potato
Luncheon

Joyful Noise Offering - last Sunday of
the month
Choir rehearsals Thursdays at 7:15
Shelter – 2nd & 4th Wednesdays
Feb. 3 - Shelter meeting
Feb. 12 – Congregational Care, 7pm
Feb. 18 - Governing Board, 6:30pm

Snow, sleet or severe weather in
the forecast? Call the church office
or visit www.wfmz.com to find out
if a worship service or church
activity is cancelled.

NOTE: Regular Sunday Events: 9 a.m. – Sunday School Classes
9:45 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal, 10:15 a.m. – Worship
 Not all events/activities have been scheduled. Please check the calendars each
month for updates!
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
9 am – Cantata
Rehearsal

2

3

9 am – Sunday School
9:45 am – Choir Rehearsal
10:15 am – Worship –
Communion – First
Sunday of Advent
Following Worship – Care
Team & Shelter Meeting

9
9 am – Sunday School
9 am – Choir Rehearsal
10:15 am – Worship –
Christmas Cantata
Following Worship –
Fellowship & Food
Following Fellowship –
Elder Meeting

6:30 pm –
Chime
Rehearsal

5

6

7
Church Office
Closed

23

10

17
6:30 pm –
Governing
Board Meeting

9 am – Cantata
Rehearsal

11

12
BES Shelter

6:30 pm –
Chime
Rehearsal

13

14
Church Office
Closed

18

19

6:30 pm – Bible
Study

6:30 pm –
Chime
Rehearsal

20

5:30 pm –
Potluck,
Luminaria,
Cookie
Exchange &
Carol Singing

21

15

22

Church Office
Closed

7:15 pm – Choir
Rehearsal

24

Christmas
Eve
Service
7 pm
30

8

7:15 pm – Choir
Rehearsal

7:15 pm – Choir
Rehearsal
16

No Sunday School
9:45 am – Choir
Rehearsal
10:15 am – Worship

6:30 pm – Bible
Study

6:30 pm – Bible
Study

9 am – Sunday School
9:45 am – Choir Rehearsal
10:15 am – Worship –
Christian Ed Program
Following Worship –
Fellowship & Food

9 am – Sunday School
9:45 am – Choir
Rehearsal
10:15 am – Worship

4

25

Christmas
Day

26

27
7:15 pm – Choir
Rehearsal?

BES Shelter

28
Church Office
Closed

31

New Year’s
Eve

St. Thomas United Church of Christ
902 East Macada Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017
Church Office ~ 610-868-9167
stthomasunited.churchofchrist@rcn.com
stthomasuccbeth.com

Mission Statement
To welcome all people into a growing
spiritual Community, proclaiming god’s
word to the world.

Rev. Debra K Hess – Pastor
J. Christopher Malocheski – Music Director

Sunday Worship ~ 10:15 a.m.
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